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Grammar
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1. Verb stem

Conjugation I: -C, -y, -y
TOoN- ‘to come’

> Tonalul
nya- ‘to read’

> nypaw
- ‘to be(come)’

> nuauw /lijas/
ny- ‘to drink’

> yaLu
wy- ‘to arrive’

> Lwyalu

Clitic -aT ‘also’, A-Suffix

tom ‘horsehair worm’
> loMmarT

tomo ‘god’
> tomaTt

Infinitive -aw, A-Suffix




1. Verb stem

Conjugation Il : -E (-e ~ -0 ~ -0)
Tono- ‘to steal’

> ToNall
bilwTe- ‘to do’

> bllUTaLL
Kae- /kaje-/ ‘to go’

> KaAaw /kajas/
ya0- ‘to sow’

> yaall
nyo- ‘to give’

> nyaLu

Clitic -aT ‘also’, A-Suffix

tom ‘horsehair worm’
> loMmarT

tomo ‘god’
> tomaTt

Infinitive -aw, A-Suffix




2. Imperative

Conjugation I: -C, -y, -y, 25g: zero ending
ToN- ‘to come’

> Ton!
nya- ‘to read’

> nya)!
nnn- ‘to be(come)’

> NN
ny- ‘to drink’

> ny!
wy- ‘to arrive’

> wy!



2. Imperative

Conjugation I: -C, -y, -y, 25g: zero ending
JIEeKT- ‘to go, to leave’

> nek! -KT- > -K-
MYLWK- ‘to wash’

> myu! -LWK- > -LW-
KOYK- ‘to eat’

> Kou | “HK- > -4-
LWWKMHY- ‘to sit down’

-HYy- > -y-

> wny!

BO3- ‘to lie down’ -3- > -y-

> oy |



2. Imperative

Conjugation I: -C, -y, -y, 25g: zero ending

\ 4

LLuny! Kou! Ny!



2. Imperative

Conjugation Il : -E (-e ~ -0 ~ -0), 25g: zero ending
Tono- ‘to steal’

> Tono!
bilwTe- ‘to do’

> blwTe!
Kae- /kaje-/ ‘to go’

> Kkae! /kaje/ ~ kait!
yao- ‘to sow’

> yao!
nyo- ‘to give’

> ny! (nyo!)



2. Imperative

Conjugation I: -C, -y, -y, 2Pl: -3a ~ -ca (unstressed!)

TON- ‘to come’ \\
> To/13a!

nya- ‘to read’ After vowels, After obstruents
sonorants (e.g. m, p) (e.g. a, w)

> nyacal
nnn- ‘to be(come)’

> 1nn3al
ny- ‘to drink’

> iy3al
wy- ‘to arrive’

> wy3a!



2. Imperative

Conjugation I: -C, -y, -y, 2PI: -3a ~ -ca (unstressed!)
JIEeKT- ‘to go, to leave’

> fekcal! -KT- > -K-
MYLWK- ‘to wash’

> myLucal -LWK- > -LW-
KOYK- ‘to eat’

> Koyca! “HK- > -Y-
LWWKMHY- ‘to sit down’

-HYy- > -y-

> wwnycal

BO3- ‘to lie down -3- > -y-

> Boyca!



2. Imperative

Conjugation I: -C, -y, -y, 2Pl: -3a ~ -ca (unstressed!)

linyca! Kouca! Ny3al



2. Imperative

Conjugation Il : -E (-e ~ -0 ~ -06), 2PI: -3a (unstressed!)
Tono- ‘to steal’

> ToNbl3al
bilwTe- ‘to do’

> bIWTbI3A!
Kae- /kaje-/ ‘to go’

> Kaubli3al
yao- ‘to sow’

> yapbi3al
nyo- ‘to give’

> nybi3al



1. Verb stem

Tepraw ‘to examine’ — Conjugation |, II?
*Tepr!
Tepre! > Conjugation Il



3. Comparative form of adjectives and adverbs

-paK
caun good better
MOTOP beautiful more beautiful
LIYKO much, many more
BawkKe | quickly, quick more quickly, quicker




3. Comparative form of adjectives and adverbs

-paK
caun good campak better
MOTOP beautiful MOTOppaK more beautiful
LLIYKO much, many | WwyKblpaK more
BawkKe | quickly, quick |BawkKepak | more quickly, quicker




Words and word usage



1. vctembak(e) ‘onto the table’

ycTten ‘table’
+ ymbake ‘onto’

= yctembake



2. nonwauw ‘to help’

Cepre, mbilnam nawam biwtaw nonwo! |Serge, help me work!

dMMa, MblJTaHHA MAapPU NbIZIMbIM
TyHemaw noawo!

Emma, help us learn Mari!
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3. Constructions with kynaw (-am)

MBYyKnaH KHura Kysewl.

lvuk needs a book.

‘to be needed’

MBYK, AHYK, TbilaHZ4A MO Kyaeww?

Ilvuk, Anuk, what do you need?

TYHbIKTbILLO-BNAK KY/bIT.

Teachers are needed.

NBYK dpaHLy3 NblMbIM TyHemew. TyanaH

dpaHLUy3na WYKo Nyaall Aa KyTbipall KyaeLd.

lvuk is learning French. He should read and
speak French a lot.

Mova-BnaKknaH ypoKbIM bilUTaLl KyneLw.

The children have to do homework.

‘to have to’
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4. Telling time

KaHaaw warar.

(It’s) eight o’clock.

Kanpaw warart ap.

(It’s) eight a.m.

KaHaaw warat Kac.

(It’s) eight p.m.

Kya waratat (KyabiTaT) 1Iy4Ko (naTBUY) MUHYT.

(It’s) a quarter after six.

KyabiTaTt (Ky4 waraTar) nene.

(It’s) half past six.

JIY4KO MUHYT TbIY 1y LWAraT AMeLl.
Jly warat mapTe IY4KO MUHYT (KOAbIH).
Jlyyko (nateuy) munyTtae ny.

(It’s) a quarter to ten.

J1aTKOK warart. Keubisan.

(It’s) twelve o’clock. (It’s) noon.

JTaTKOK warat (Koo Hbla warar).
MNennya,

(It’s) twelve o’clock midnight
(It’s) midnight.
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5. Dative in temporal expressions

LUbim waratnaH Ton!

Come at seven o’clock!

at ...

LLIbiMm WwarataT nenbl/iaH KbiH en3a.

Get up at seven thirty.

I'Iy MWUHYTAOE Hbl/1 Warat/iaH ToJ/1aM.

| will come at ten to four.

KYN\ Keé4bl/laH OJiall KaeM.

| am going to the city for three days.

UK KeéYbl/laH Nalla

work for one day

temporal limit

KacnaH amabine!

Prepare it (have it ready) by evening.
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6. na, a, AeH

aa ‘and’

< Chuvash
aeH ‘and’

< geHe ‘with’
a ‘and; but’

< Russian



6. na, a, AeH

Eny neH Cepre v ¥ Eny pna Cepre v
MapUuK AeH BaTblXKe Mapun Aa BaTbiXKe
n3gep AeH eye nsgep ga eye v

MbI1 TONlAaM A€H YPOKbIM bILUTEM.X MbI1 TONam 4@ YPOKbIM bILUTEM.

MbIX Kaem, a TbiX TONAT



7. KbI3bIT, biIHAE ‘now’

MbIi4 KbI3bIT KHUTAM nyaam.

I’'m reading a book (right) now.

blHae MbI TUABIM YMbINEM.

| understand this now.’




Text
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dpaeHe

Eny: — 3JvaH, AHyLW, BallKepaK KbiH en3a! LUbim wararT wyblH. Bawkbi3a!

dyaH: — KbiH esnblHa, KbiH enbiHa, aBaW.

Eny: — LWyprbigam myuica Aa KoYKall Wwudyca.

SuyaH: — Wdpa, nopa.

Eny: — 3Jy4aH, ycTembake norawl No/1LWO: KUHAbIM LY/, COBAAM, KYy3biM aMmAbine.

Cepre: — Moya-BnaK, aicTa bIHAe KOYKaLl LWWWMHYbIHA.

Eny: — Cepre, Tbi4 MbIHAP LUAraTaaH nawa rbi4 TonaTt?

Cepre: — Mbii Ta4ye BU3bITAT Ne/bl1aH Nallam MbiTapem.

Eny: — Tyrexe Tbi KacTeHe AHYLUbIM MoYacaz, rbl4 Han. MbinaHem 6MBNMOTeKbILW Kasll
Ky/eLl.

Cepre: — Wopa, Hanam. Hy, Mova-Bnak, amae yabiaa?

JyaH: — fAmae, ampe.

Eny: — TyreKe, ancTa KaeHa.
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Exercises
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15.

Mbin 7 (lWbiM) WarataaH KbiH enam.

Bapa wyprbim MyLlKam Aa KoYKall LMHYaM.

7:30 (wbim WaraTaT nenblinaH) natlal Kaem.

MbINbIH Nallam MblJlaHeM Kenlla.

KacTeHe mbiv 6bUbBAMOTEKbILW Kaem,

KHUram Hasam Aa uHaew waraTt mapTte ayaam.
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