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Grammar
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1. Conjugation: present tense, 15SG & 25G

|: WKHY- to sit down’ > II: wnHye- ‘to sit’ >
LWMHYaLL LWMHYaLL

-aMm | WKnHYam -eMm |WwnHYem

-aT | WwuHYaT -eT | WuHYeT

-ew |wuHYyeL -a LWMHYa

-blHa | WMHYbIHA -eHa |WKnHYeHa

-blAa | WMHYbIAA -efga |wuHYepa

-bIT | WWHYBIT -aT | wuHYaT
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ce- ‘to sit’ >

1. Conjugation: present tense, 15SG & 25G
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1. Conjugation: present tense, 15SG & 25G

I: nnn- ‘to be(come)’ > Il: Kae- ‘to go’ >
NINALL KaALw

-aMm | amam -eMm | Kaem

-aT | AT -eT | KaeT

-ew |aueww -a Kaf

-blHa | INMMbIHA -eHa |KaeHa

-blaa | AnnbIAA -efa |Kaena

-bIT | UUBIT -aT | KaAT
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1. Conjugation: present tense, 15SG & 25G

l: lij- ‘to be(come)’ > Il: kaje- ‘to go’ >
ijas kajas

-am [lijam -em | kajem

-at jjat -et Kajet

-es$ ijes -a Kaja

-ona |lijoana -ena |kajena

-oda |lijoda -eda |kajeda

-ot ijot -at kajat
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1. Conjugation: present tense, 15SG & 25G

|: wy- ‘to arrive’ > Il: nyo- ‘to give’ >
LyalLL nyaw

-am |wyam -em | nyam

-aT  |wyar -eT  |nyaT

-elw | wysw -a nya

-blHa | WYybIHA -eHa |nysHa

-blAa | wyblga -epa |nysga

-bIT | WwybIT -aT | nyart
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1. Conjugation: present tense, 15SG & 25G

|: Su- ‘to arrive’ > Il: puo- ‘to give’ >
suas puas

-am |Suam -em |puem

-at  |Suat -et |puet

-eS |sSues -3 pua

-ona |sSuana -ena |puena

-oda |Suada -eda |pueda

-9t |Suat -at | puat
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2.ynauw ‘to be’

I: yn- ‘to be’ >

L ETT
-amM |ynam MbIX }KYPHANUCT yNaam.
-aT  |ynat TbIM XKYPHANUCT yNar.
-ew |[ynewl] Tyno XypHanucT.
-blHa | yAablHA Me *XYPHaNUCT yNblHA.
-blga |ynblga Te )XYpHa/IUCT yAblHa.
-bIT | YyAbIT HYHO *XYPHAIUCT YAbIT.




3. lllative case

-(b1)w(KE):
ona city onau(Ke)
-\ e nacy field, meadow nacyw (ko)
TEHTEe ruble TeHTew(Ke)
KYTY herd KYTYLW(KO)
caa garden caapiw(ke)
BEpP place BepbILW(Ke)
C Kna hand Knabiw(ke)
MyT word MYTbILW(KO)
nopT house NOpPTbIW(KO)
BYA, water BYAbIW(KO)
Keye day; sun KeybiLw(Ke)
TYMO oak TYMbIL(KO)
-E KOPro (the) inside KOPrbiL(KO)
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4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

nopt ‘house’

-eM |nopTtem
-eT |nopTeT
-'KE |nopTwo
-Ha |nNOpTHa
-Aa |nopTaa
-bIWT | NOPTbIWT
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4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

1Sg: -em:

/-a/ |ona city
-\ e /-e/ | tenre ruble
nacy field, meadow
(Others) prom herd
caj garden
BEp place
-C Kng, hand
MyT word
nopT house
BYA water
Keye day; sun
TYMO oak
-E KOPro (the) inside
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4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Nominative Px1Sg

1Sg: -em:

/-a/ |ona city oJlam

-\ e /-e/ | tenre ruble TeHrem
(Others) nacy field, meadow nacyam

ers KYTY herd KYyTyam

caj, garden cagem

BEp place BEpem

-C Kng, hand Kngem
MyT word MyTem

nopT house nopTem

BYA water ByAem

Keye day; sun Keyem

TYMO oak Tymem

-E KOPro (the) inside KOprem
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4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

25g: -eT:

/-a/ |ona city onat

-\ e /-e/ | tenre ruble TeHreT
(Others) nacy field, meadow nacyat

ers KYTY herd KYTyaT

caj, garden caget

BEp place Beper

-C Kng, hand Knaet
MyT word myTeT

nopT house nopreTr

BYA water ByaeT

Keye day; sun Keyer

TYMO oak TymeT

-E KOPro (the) inside KopreT
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4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Nominative Accusative:
-M
ona city
TeHTe ruble
nacy field, meadow
KYTY herd
caf garden
BEP place
Kna, hand
MyT word
nopT house
BYA water
Keye day; sun
TYMO oak
KOpro (the) inside




4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Nominative Accusative:
-M

ona city onam onam
TEHTEe ruble TeHrem TeHrem
nacy field, meadow nacym nacyam
KYTY herd KYTYM KYTyam
caj, garden cagbim cagem
BEp place BEpPbIM BEpEeMm
Kng, hand KnAabim Kngem
MyT word MYTbIM MyTem
nopT house NOpTbIM noprem
BYA, water BYAbIM Bygem
Keye day; sun Keyblm Keyem
TYMO oak TYMbIM Tymem
KOpro (the) inside KOprbim KOprem




4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Nominative Clitic -ar ‘and’
ona city
TeHre ruble
nacy field, meadow
KYTY herd
cag, garden
BEpP place
Kna, hand
MyT word
nopT house
BYA, water
Keue day; sun
TYMO oak
KOpro (the) inside




4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Nominative Clitic -ar ‘and’
ona city onar onart
TeHre ruble TeHreT TeHrear
nacy field, meadow nacyaT nacyar
KYTY herd KYTyaT KyTyaT
capg, garden cagetr capaTt
BEpP place Bepet Bepar
Kna, hand Knaet Knaat
MyT word myTeT myTaT
nopT house nopret noprtar
BYA, water By4eT ByAaT
Keye day; sun KeyeT Keuyar
TYMO oak TYymeT Tymar
KOpro (the) inside KOpreT KOprat




4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Nominative Genitive: Deriv.ation
-H -aH ‘with, -y’
ona city
TeHre ruble
nacy field, meadow
KYTY herd
cag, garden
BEpP place
Kna, hand
MyT word
nopT house
BYA, water
Keue day; sun
TYMO oak
KOpro (the) inside




4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Nominative Genitive: De:'iv.ation
-H -aH ‘with, -y’
ona city ONaH oNaH
TeHre ruble TEHTeH TeHTeaH
nacy field, meadow NacyH nacyaH
KYTY herd KYTYH KYTyaH
cag garden cagblH cagaH
BEpP place BEPbIH BEpaH
Kna, hand KUAbIH KngaH
MyT word MYTbIH MYyTaH
nopT house NOPTbIH nopTaH
BYA, water BYAbIH BYAaH
Keye day; sun KeuYblH KeyaH
TYMO oak TYMbIH TYMaH
KOpro (the) inside KOPrbIH KOpraH




4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

1.6, SUFTIX Y PES ettt s e e bR s AR b et Attt e et ettt 42
1.6.1. H-suffixes (H for hyphen, e.g., plural -8/1aK) ... 43
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1.6.5. II-suffixes (.g., INESSIVE ~UIME).....c.cerreeriereeressssse s ssssss s sesss s sssss s s ssssssss s ssssssasssssans 47
1.6.6. N-suffixes (N for no thematic vowel — e.g., dative -/1aH) ..., 48
1.6.7. S-suffixes (S for sibilant - e.g., imperative 3SG -XKE: -2CE ~ -WE) ..., 50
1.6.8. Possessive SUffix 3SG -HCE ~ -WE ~ -BIHCE~ -DHC ccuuueeueeiereriereeieieeieeessss s sessssssesss s sessssesassesans 50
1.6.9. Simple past], 15t conjugation, 1SG — 2SG — 3PL .. e sssesss s 52
1.6.10. Simple past ], 15t conjugation, 3SG......ciirireeseis st s e 52
1.6.11. @-suffixes (zero ending - e.g., connegative fOrm)....... e sessssessesssanns 52
1.6.12. Some notes on newer Russian loan words and internationalisms..........ccccounennininnenn, 52
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4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Kinship terms:

Irregular
Px1Sg: -m Px2Sg -y
BeHe son-in-law BEeHbIM BeHbIY
wewke | daughter-in-law LeLWKbIM LWeLwKblYy
wonbo | (younger) brother | wonbbim LLO/IbbIY
apre son 3prbimM 3prbiy




4. Possessive suffixes 1Sg & 2Sg

Kinship terms:

Irregular Regular (/)
Px1Sg: -m Px2Sg -y Px1Sg: -em | Px2Sg: -et
BeHE son-in-law BEHbIM BEHbIY BEHEM BEHEeT
wewkKe | daughter-in-law LWeLKbIM WewkKbly | wewkem lwewKeT
wonbo | (younger) brother | wonbbim Woabbly | won'em won’er
apre son 3Prbim 3prbiy 3prem spreT




5. Pronouns

TbIN KyWITO Mnet? ~

KywTo nnert? Where do you live?

Mbi KacTeHe Tos1am. ™
KacTteHe Tonam.

| will come in the evening.

Tyno Mowkap-OnawrTe nna. ~

S (S)he lives in Yoshkar-Ola.
NMowkap-Onawte una.

HYHO Mmapumn nbliMbiM TYHEMBIT. ™

o o They are learning Mari.
Mapuit MbINMbIM TYHEMBbIT.




Words and Word usage



1. Kinship terminology

Koya ‘
‘ ABa ¢ Ava & ‘
‘ Aka 2 ‘ ‘ Waa & ‘ ‘ Mapuin & }— Mbii I Bare ¢ ‘ ‘ Wonko & ‘ ‘ Wikap 2 ‘
‘ Yapip @ ‘ ‘ opre J ‘

(core relatives)
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+

1. Kinship terminology

KOEA Koua
KOBaR KOuan
| |

L

| |
uyuy UPuyHeO KOKA
uyuvi YPUTHEEIM KOKa#

KVPCKA
K¥pCKan

)

KOKa
KOKAaH

aka KYDCHA
awan KYpCHAA

J

KV BIZa dBd
KVTBIZAA anau;anuu

KyIeI2a Hza
KVTEIZAR H3an

m—
d4ya

ayan/aumn

Woneso

eHTa H3a EaTe/Mapui
enran H3aM BATEM/MADHEM

I ) wewxe
bl
Mbl” [ el KBIM

J

EEH &

WoNbBIM

)

KYDCKQJ aka
KYPCHaH aka#

wy#ap
WyHapem

BEH bIM

)

BEH &

e e
elnKbsImM

3pre
IPrbim

= JC

?ﬂm

VabIpeMm BEH BIM

J

nenaw ‘spouse’
TaH ‘(romantic) partner’

Tnae Hene noapiw ‘It’s complicated’

YHbIKA
YHBIKaM

YHbIKA
YHBIKaM



1. Kinship terminology

Nominative Vocative
aBa mother aBaw, aBuin
(elder) sister o
aKa . aKkamn
aunt (parent’s younger sister)
aya father avyan, aummn
eHra sister-in-law (elder brother’s wife) eHramn
/33 (elder) brother s3al
uncle (father’s younger brother)
KoBa grandmother KoBau
KOKa aunt (mother’s or father’s elder sister) KOKaW
Ko4a grandfather Ko4yaun
Kyrbi3a uncle (mother’s or father’s elder brother) Kyrbi3an
KypCKa brother-in-law (elder sister’s husband) KypCKaii
uncle (parent’s younger sister’s husband)
yyyy uncle (mother’s younger brother) Yyuyi
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1. Kinship terminology

NB!
aya ‘father’
ayam ‘my father’
adYamblH ‘my father’s’
adyau ‘dad’
adyaem ‘my dad’
aYaemblH ‘my dad’s’



1. Kinship terminology

Nominative Vocative
BaTe wife BaTeEM
BeHe son-in-law BEHbIM
brother-in-law (younger sister’s husband)
mapuin | husband Mmapuem
LieLKe d.augh-ter-in—law . LIeLLKbIM
sister-in-law (younger brother’s wife)
wonbo | (younger) brother LLIONbbIM
wyxap | (younger) sister LIyXKapem
YHbIKa grandchild YHbIKam
VAabip daughter Vablpem
apre son 3PrbiM
4yyuyyHbO |aunt (mother’s younger brother’s wife) YYYYHbbIM
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2. Tbin ‘you’

Familiar Formal
Addressing 1 person Tbin (2Sg) Te (2PI)
Addressing 2+ people Te (2Pl) Te (2Pl)




3. InNXKe

lopo keye nnke! I: nnin- ‘to be(come)’ >
NNALL
Imperative: -@ NN

-33 INN3a

-bIWIT | AUNBIT




3. InNXKe

lopo keye nnke! I: nnin- ‘to be(come)’ >
NNALL
Imperative: -@ NN

-33 INN3a

-bIWIT | AUNBIT




4. Reduplication

nopo ‘good’
> NOPO-Nopo
3PKbIH ‘slowly’

> 3PKbIH-3PKbIH



5. -aTt ‘and’

Nominative Clitic -at ‘and’

ona city onar
TeHre ruble TeHrear
nacy field, meadow nacyar
KYTY herd KyTyaT
caj, garden cagar
BEp place BepaT
Kng, hand Knaat
MyT word myTaT
nopT house nopTar
BY/, water ByaaT
Keye day; sun KeyaT
TYMO oak Tymar
KOpro (the) inside KOpraT
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6. KO ‘who’

— 94aH KO? — What (lit. who) is Echan?
— 94aH TYHbIKTbILLO. — Echan is a teacher.




7. Kaaw (-em), kowTaw (-am) ‘to go’

JYyaH WKOAbILW KaA.

JYyaH WKObILW KOowTeLl.

TyA0 KaHAaalw WwaraTtnaH WKo/bll Kas.

(S)he’s going to school at eight o’clock.

MbIX KaXKHe KeublH KaHaal waraTtaaH
LLIKONbILL KOLUTaM.

| go to school at eight o’clock every day.

MbINbIH MOYaM bIHAE LWKObILW KOLWTeLl.

My child already goes to school.

TeHpaH Mo4vaza KowTeL?

Is your child (already) walking?
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Text
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J4yaH AeH Ko4yaxe

Kova: — NMopo KeueT AUiKe, J4aH!
J4yaH: — MNopo Keye, KoYyal. Kyse nnert?
Kova: — Tay. Mnem apKbIH-3pPKbIH.
AyaT AeH aBaT KyLWTo YyAbIT?
JyaH: — Ayam oeH aBam nawawiTe ynbIT.
Kova: — A WyrKapeT KywTo?
JyaH: — LLy»>kapem MovacaapiLTe.
Koya: — A TbI KyHam LKONbILW KaeT?
JyaH: — YpPOKbIM bILUTEM [a Kaem.
Kova: — AyaTt oeH aBaT KyHam TONbIT?
JyaH: — HyHo KacTeHe TonbIT. Koyau,
Mbl1 BalLKe Kaem, Tbik KoaaT
an’e Kaet?
Kova: — MbIit Kaem, KacTeHe Tonam.
J4yaH: — Tyree yeBepblH, Kovai!
Kova: — YesepblH, yHbiKam!
KanbikmyTt

ABa moraw, ho4dax<aT Tyram.
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Exercises
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16.

9Bau J4aHbIH KoYaxe.
Tyno anbiwTte una.

Tyno sUTNe MHOeLW maLl.
TyAabiH yAbIPXKO — ENy, D4aHbIH aBaXxe.
HyHO onawiTe nnar.

A Taue dBai Mowkap-Onaw Toneww.
KacTteHe 3Ban AeH J4aH KMHOLW KaAT.
A Eny KacTeHe nawam biwTa.
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