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Consonants

Bilabial Labiodental Alveolar Postalveolar Palatal Velar
Voiceless p <n> t<m> k <k>
Stop
Voiced b <6> d <g> g <r>
Voiceless f<dp> s <c> S <w>
Fricative i ]
Voiced ‘ B <B> V <B> \ z <3> 7 <XK> X <x>
Affricate c <u> C <y>

Nasal m <m> n <H> N <Hb, ...> | n <H>

Lateral | <n> I” <nb, ...>

Trill r<p>
Approximant j<n,.>
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Vowels

Front Central Back
Unrounded | Rounded | Unrounded | Rounded | Unrounded | Rounded
Close i <n> U <y> u <y, o>
Mid e <e, 3> 0 <6> 3 <bl> 0 <0>
Open a<a, a>
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Vowel signs - Russian

“Hard”: a /a/ y /u/ 3 /e/ bl // o /o/
“Soft”: a/fa/(~/ia/) | w/lu/(~/iu/) | efe/(~/ie/) | w/i/(~/i/) | &/[o/(~/io/)
After consonant After vowel Word-initially
ca/sa/ ~ca/sa/ va /ua/ ~vya /uja/ ~a/fa/ ~ al/ja/
cy /su/ ~ cio /slu/ yy /uu/ ~ yio [uju/ _y/u/ ~ _wo/ju/
ca /se/ ~ ce /s'e/ y3 /ue/ ~ye /uje/ a/e/ ~ _elje/

co /so/ ~ cé /s'o/ vo /uo/ ~ vyé /ujo/ _o/o/ ~ _é/jo/




Vowel sighs - Mari

“Hard”:

e, (3)

“Soft”:

e

bl

Group 1: Like Russian

Group 2: The confused group
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Vowel signs - Mari
Group 1: Just like Russian (/a/, /u/)

# b ;b_ V_ C_
aed Pyall YHa
a/a/ /aBa/ - /ruas/ /una/
‘mother’ ‘dough’ ‘suest’
an [yHYepban nosH apHsa
a [ja/; ['a/ /ial/ /puncerjal/ /pojan/ /arna/
‘village’ (village name) ‘rich’ ‘week’
yp Tay ny
y /u/ Jur/ - /tau/ /lu/
‘squirrel’ ‘thank you’ ‘bone’
10X MbIPBIOXK OMbIIO NIOBbIK
to /ju/; ['u/ /ivz/ [isrjuz/ /om3ju/ /I'uBsk/
‘air’ ‘atmosphere’ ‘drowsiness’ ‘messy (person)’
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Vowel signs - Mari
Group 2: The confused group (/e/, /i/)

#_ b_; b_ V_ C_
3p Lysm
3 [e/ [er/ - /Suem/ -
‘morning’ ‘I throw’
Hene
/nele/
ep noépbveH Lyem ‘difficult’
e/ie/; le/; ['e/ [ier/ /porien/ /Sujem/
‘lake’ ‘man’ ‘| stretch’ Hene
/nel’e/
‘(s)he swallowed’
HUHe
/nine/
vp KyKyure ‘these’
n/if; I'i/ fir/ - /kukuige/
‘wild’ ‘vyoung cuckoo’ HUFYHam
/higunam/
‘never’
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Group 3: 1 & b (/3/, /o/, /6/, /U/)

Vowel signs - Mari

[il _ b_
vblame KpecaHbblK
bl /3/ /id3lme/ /kresansk/
‘tongue; language’ ‘peasant’
nopno KOrblJ1bO
o /o/ /jorlo/ /kogdl'o/
‘poor’ ‘pie’
NOH KYPTHBO
0 /o/ /ion/ /kirtno/
‘method’ ‘iron’
nyna
y /i/ /jla/ :
‘custom’
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Exercises
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Write these words in Mari Cyrillic

/pasa/ ‘work’ > nawa
/tan/ ‘(romantic) partner’ > TaH
/tenge/ ‘rouble’ > TeHre
/kece/ ‘sun; day’ > Keye
/bande/  ‘gang’ > baHae
/finn/ ‘Finn’ > PUHH
/salne/ ‘beautiful’ > Cbl/IHE
/Ber/ ‘place’ > Bep
/vagon/ ‘wagon’ > BaroH
/tuge/ ‘ves’ > Tyre
Jiza/ ‘older brother’ > 133
/Zap/ ‘time’ > ¥an
/ximij/ ‘chemistry’ > XUMUM
/cunami/  ‘tsunami’ > LLYHaMU

/jdlme/ ‘tongue; language’ > NblIMEe



Write these words in Mari Cyrillic

/nele/ ‘difficult’ > Hene

/nel’e/ ‘... swallowed’ (35G) > Hen'e

/nine/ ‘these’ > HUHe

/nigunam/ ‘never’ > H' UryHam

/lijas/ ‘to be(come)’ > nuaw {4a)

/lijse/ ‘be(com)ing’ > nnue

/lijes/ ‘... wil be’ (3SG) > NueLl {AvAetd A
/lijan/ ‘... was/became’ (35G) > INNbIH

/Buj/ ‘head’ > By

/Bujan/ ‘of the head’ > BYMbIH

/Bujem/  ‘my head’ > ByeMm {By4em—ByAIM)
/Bujat/ ‘and the head’ > BYAT {By4aT




Write these words in Mari Cyrillic

/imne/ ‘horse’ > UMH’e
/imnan/ ‘of the horse’ > UMHbbIH
/imnem/  ‘my horse’ > UMH em
/imnat/ ‘and the horse’ > UMHAT (Hba)
/kogal’'o/  ‘pie’ > KOTbI/1bO
/kogal’an/ ‘of the pie’ > KOTbl/1bbIH
/kogal’em/ ‘my pie’ > Korbln'em
/kogal’at/ ‘and the pie’ > KOrbINAT
/sugan/ ‘blessing’ > CYIblHb
/suganan/ ‘of the blessing’ > CYIbIHbbIH
/sugannem/ ‘my blessing’ > CyrblHEM

/suganat/ ‘and the blessing’ > CYIbIHAT



Write these words in Mari Cyrillic

/ak/ ‘price; value’ > aK
/jal/ ‘village’ > an
fur/ ‘squirrel’ > yp
/jumo/ ‘eod’ > IOMO
/oto/ ‘erove’ > 0TO
/jot/ ‘foreign’ > NOT
Jer/ ‘morning; early’ > 3p
/ier/ ‘lake’ > ep
/ien/ ‘person’ > eH

/biznesjen/ ‘business person’ > OM3HeCcbeH
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