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MKbimwe Teme: Manbime nuibiHA

1. UKbimuwe ypok: K6 Tnae?

l. Text

damunuii: Canaesa

Nym: Enena

Avanym: MNeTpoBHa

Wirot: 35 (Kymn0 BUY) Uit

Unbime Bep: Mowkap-Ona, dwnaii ypem
Mawa Bep: yHUBEPCUTET (TYHbIKTbILWO)

— Tuge K6?

— Twnpge Canaesa EneHa NeTposHa.
— Tyao mbiHAp naw?

— Typno 35 (Kymno Buy) naw.

— Typo KywTo nna?

— Tyno Mowkap-OnawTe vna.

— Tyao mom biwTa?

— TyAo TYHbIKTbIWO.

NENENMNEDNR

dammnnis: Canaes

Nym: Ceprei

Avanym: HwnKonaesnu

Wirot: 37 (Kymno wbim) ni
Unbime Bep: Mowkap-Ona, dwnaii ypem
Mawa Bep: peaakumin (ypHanmcr)

— Tuge K6?

— Tupe Canaes Cepreit Hukonaeswmu.
— Tyao mbiHAp naw?

— Typno 37 (Kymno wbim) naLl.

— TyAo KywTo una?

— Typo Wowkap-OnawTe una.

— Tyno mom biwTa?

— TyAo XypHanucr.
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/ Il. Vocabulary

ava father
avyanym patronym, father’s name
BEp place
KypHaamuct journalist
ni year
nimroT age
MKbiMmLUE first
una (s)he lives
Wnbime Bep place of residence
nAaw /see IV.3./
nowkap red
Mowkap-Ona Yoshkar-Ola
(capital of the Mari El Republic)
KO who
KyLITO where
nym name
MOM (accusative form of mo ‘what’)

MbIHAP(e)

how much, how many

MbIHAP UALL
ona

nanabime

nanbiMme nibiHa

nawa
nawia sep
peaakuuin
Teme
™mae

TYyAo

TYA0 MbIHAP MALW?

TYHbIKTbILIO
yHuUBEpCUTET
ypem

YPOK
damuanin

bllWITa

how old?

city

acquainted; acquaintance
‘Let’s get acquainted.’
work

place of work, job
editorial office
theme; topic

this

he/she/it; that

How old is (s)he?
teacher

university

street

lesson; homework
last name

(s)he does

Ill. Grammar

1. Articles:

Mari does not use either a definite or an indefinite article. The word sep ‘place’ can thus be

translated as ‘place’, ‘a place’, or ‘the place’ as context requires.

2. to be:

The Mari equivalent of the English verb ‘to be’ is not compulsory: a) in sentences with a third
person singular subject of the type ‘A = B’ or b) sentences of the type ‘there is something
somewhere’, if the subject is in the third person singular.

Tuae KG?
— Tuge Cepreit. Tyao TYHbIKTbILIO.

— Whois this?
— This is Sergey. He is a teacher.

Mowkap-OnawTe MbiHAP TeaTp?

— Wowkap-OnawTe BMY Teatp.

Ola?
— In Yoshkar-Ola there are five theaters.

— How many theaters are there in Yoshkar-

Note that in the last two sentences above the subject (meamp) in Mari is in the third person
singular (in contrast to the English equivalent — ‘theaters’) — see Il.7.

Regarding the usage of ‘to be’, see 8.111.6. (page 123).
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3. Gender:

In the Mari language there is no grammatical gender. The personal pronoun in the third
person singular mydo can be translated as ‘he’, ‘she’, or ‘it’, depending on who or what it
refers to.

TyOo0 TYHbIKTbILIO. (S)he is a teacher.
TyZAo MbIHApP MAW? How old is (s)he?

4. Word order:
In Mari the usual position of the finite verb is at the end of the sentence.

| Tyno Mowkap-OnawTe nna. ‘ (S)he lives in Yoshkar-Ola.

Also note that in contrast to English, there is no special word order in questions: the question
word occurs in the position taken by its counterpart in a declarative sentence.

| Tyao KywTto nna? \ Where does (s)he live?

5. Inessive case:
The inessive case is used in answer to the question kywmo? ‘where?’: Mockowmo ‘in
Moscow’, Mowkap-Onawme ‘in Yoshkar-Ola’.

Vowel harmonic forms of the inessive: The three vowel-harmonic forms of the inessive suffix
are used as follows:

1) after stressed a, e, i, or 3 (Cyrillic: a e u b1): -wme or -biwme;
2) after stressed o or u (Cyrillic: o y): -wmo or -eiwmo; and
3) after stressed 6 or U (Cyrillic: 6 y): -wmé or -biwmé6.

Distribution of the suffix variants:

1) The variants -wme/-uwmo/-wmé occur directly after a stressed vowel.

Nominative Inessive
ona city onawrTe
nacy field, meadow nacywTo
TeHTe ruble TeHTrewTe
KYTY herd KYTYWTO

2) The variants -biwume/-viumo/-biumo are used after a consonant.

cag garden cagbiwTe
Bep place BepbIWwTe
Kng, hand Kuapllire
MyT word MYTbILWITO
nopt house NOPTHILWTO
BYA, water BYAbILWTO

3) If a word ends in an unstressed -e/-o/-6, this vowel becomes -b/ before the
suffix -wme/-wmo/-wmé is added.
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Keue day; sun KeublwTe
TYMO oak TYMbILWTO
KOpro (the) inside KOPrbIWTO

Note that if a full vowel occurs in a word after the stressed vowel, it determines the suffix
variant. This happens in some loan words: npe3uduym ‘presidium’ > npeszuduymoiwumo;
Mazoebype ‘Magdeburg’ > Mazdebypabiwumo; Homep ‘number’ > Homepsiwme; konul ‘copy’
> konutisiwume; memod ‘method’ > memodsiwumo.

For some select loan words and foreign names, a final -e/-0/-6 can be unstressed and in word-
final position, but it is not reduced when a suffix is attached to it: paduo ‘radio’ > paduowmo.

An unstressed final -a in loan words, however, generally becomes -6/ before the addition of
the suffix -wme/-wmo/-wmé: Odecca ‘Odessa’ > Oodeccoviwume; [loabwa ‘Poland’ >
lMonbwbsiwmo.

6. Cardinal numbers 1-50:

Most numbers in Mari have a short form and a long form. The short form is used as an
attribute, i.e., before a noun, and the long form is used independently when it is not followed
by another word. Of the numbers presented here, 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 have only one form.

Short form Long form
1 UK UKTE, UKTbIT
2 KOK KOKbIT, KOKTbIT
3 KyMm KYMbIT
4 HbIN HbINbIT
5 BUY BU3bIT
6 Ky4, KyAbIT
7 Wbim WbIMbIT
8 KaHaaww KaHgawe
9 UHAeL MHOeLwe
10 ny
11 | natuk NAaTUKTE
12 | natkoK NATKOKbIT
13 | naTkym NIATKYMbIT
14 | natHbIN NATHbINbIT
15 | natBmu NaTBU3bIT
16 | naTkya NaTryabIT
17 | natwbim NaTWbIMbIT
18 | natkaHpaw NaTKaHgawe
19 | natnHpew natnHpelwe
20 KOO0
21 | Kono uK KO10 UKTe
22 | KOJI0 KOK KOJIO KOKbIT
23 | KOJI0 Kym KOO KYMbIT
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30 KYyMNo

34 | KYMNO HbIN KYMAO HbINbIT

35 | Kymno Buy KYMNO BU3bIT

36 | Kymno kya KYMI0 KygbIT

40 Hblnse

47 | HblANe Wbim HblNNE WbIMbIT

48 | HblNe KaHaaLw Hbl/1/1e KaHaawe

49 | HblNEe MHaew Hbl/1e nHaewe
| 50 | BUT/IE

ay4yko ‘15’: Note the alternative syuko for both sameuy and nameussim.

— Mowkap-OnaLuTe MbIHAP KMHOTeaTp? — How many movie theaters are there in
Yoshkar-Ola?

—a) KoKbIT. —a) Two.

—b) Nowkap-OnawTe KOK KMHOTeaTp. —b) There are two movie theaters in

Yoshkar-Ola.

— MOpPKbILWTO MbIHAP LWKOA? — How many schools are there in Morki?

—a) KymblT. —a) Three.

—b) MOPKbILWTO KYM LLKOA. —b) There are three schools in Morki.

7. Singular after numerals and quantifiers:

After a number (short form) the noun always remains in the singular: uk ypem, Kok ypem, Kym
ypeMm, Hbia ypem, suy ypem, Kyo ypem, WbiM ypem, KaHOaW ypem, UHOew ypem, 1y ypem, etc.
The same applies to quantifiers such as meiHAp ‘how much/how many?’, wyko ‘much/many’,
wazan ‘little/few’: moiHap wkon? ‘How many schools?’, wyko wkoa ‘many schools’, wazan
wkon ‘few schools’. If these constructions function as subjects, the finite verb is also in the
singular.

8. Attributes:

Attributive adjectives precede the nouns they modify: ukeimwe ypok ‘first lesson’. There is no
congruence between nouns and attributive adjectives connected to them; adjectives
preceding a noun remain in their base form: ukeimwe ypokeiwumo ‘in the first lesson’. While
numerous denominal adjective suffixes exist in Mari, one can in addition use nominals as
attributive adjectives without altering them: nawa ‘work’, sep ‘place’ > nawa sep ‘work place’
> nawa sepsiwme; Mopko ‘Morki (town in Mari El)’, palioH ‘district’ > Mopko palioH ‘Morki
District’ > MopkKo palioHbiwumo.

Cardinal numbers quantifying nouns remain unaltered as well: Kok palioH ‘two regions’ > Kok
patioHsiwmo ‘in two regions’.

9. Dictionary forms:
Standard Mari is extremely regular — while stem changes do occur in certain grammatical
forms, they are always systematic and predictable. There are only two irregular verbs in the
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language and only pronouns are declined in an unpredictable fashion. As a result, it is not
generally necessary to learn any forms but the nominative singular of nominals and no other
forms are given in dictionaries. For verbs, it suffices to know the infinitive and the conjugation
class, which will be discussed in the following lesson.

IV. Words and word usage
1. k6 ‘who’, mo ‘what’:

The word k6 ‘who’ is used to refer to human beings and the word mo ‘what’, to everything
else.

—Tunpe KG? —Who is this?
— Tuge Cepreit Hukonaesmu. — This is Sergey Nikolayevich.
—Tunae K6? —Who is this?
— Trnae TYHbIKTbIWO. —This is a teacher.
—Tnge mo? — What is this?
—Tnae ypem. —This is a street.
—Tnge mo? — What is this?
—Tunae nbipsbic. —This is a cat.
2. Names:

In accordance with the Russian custom, Maris have a first name (s1ym), a patronym (a4anym),
and a last name (¢pamunudi). The patronym is formed from the father’s first name; the
masculine forms end in -uy, -osuy, and -esuy, and the feminine forms in -uyHa, -o8Ha,
and -esHa (with stem changes in some cases). Examples: Unbs > Unbuy — UnbuHuyHa, Némp
> [Mlemposuy — [MemposHa, Bacunuli > Bacunvesuy — BacunbesHa.

Note that the ordering of the three names can vary: Cepzeli Unvuy MeaHos ~ NeaHos Cepeeli
Unbuu.

3. uaw:

When asking how old someone is, the expression mbiHap uaw is used: mboiHap ‘how much,
how many?’ and uaw, an adjective consisting of the word ul ‘year’ and the adjectival
suffix -aw — see 33.111.3. (page 413).

—Tyno mbiHAp naw? — How old is (s)he?
— TyA0 KyMANOo WbIM MALL. — (S)he is 37 years old.

V. Exercises

1. Form the inessive case forms of the following place names.

*Mocko *WepHyp *PpaHunii
Opecca WMowkap-Ona JToHAoH
Bonkck *MNapuK Hbto-Mopk
*CaHkT-MeTepbypr NpKyTCK *BypanewT
bepnuH KosbMogembAHCK *Monblua

* Mocko ‘Moscow’, CaHkm-llemepbype ‘Saint Petersburg’, LilepHyp ‘(town in Mari El, Russian

(%

CepHyp)', Mapuxc ‘Paris’, ®parHyuli ‘France’, bydanewm ‘Budapest’, Moaswa ‘Poland’
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2. Form the inessive case forms of the following nouns.

Bep ona *wkon
ypem yHMBepcuTeT *parioH

* wkon ‘school’, patlion ‘district’

3. Answer the following questions using the words in parentheses.

MbiBaH KywTo? —  WbiBaH ... (ona)

3y4aH KywTo? — duaH.. (NloHaoH)

MBYK KywTo? —  WUBYK.. (ypem)

MOTblp KywTO? —  NoTbIp ... (wKon)

Cepreit KywTo? — Cepreit ... (LepHyp paioH)
EneHa KywTo? — EneHa.. (yHuBepcurer)

4. Write the short forms of the following numbers.

1,3,5,7,9,13,17, 23, 27, 35, 39, 41, 45, 49

5. Write the long forms of the following numbers.

2,4,6,8,12,14, 16, 18, 24, 28, 32, 36, 38,42, 48

6. Write the following numbers. Note that they have only one form.

10, 20, 30, 40, 50

7. Write out the following sums using the long form. Example: 3 + 5 = 8. > Kymbim *0a su3zsim

KaHOawe.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

* 0a ‘and’

2+3=5,
3+7=10.
5+2=7.
9+8=17.
23 +19=42.

8. Write down the numbers you hear in the recording. Also note if it is the short or the long
form of the number.
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9. Answer the following questions according to the example.

Mowkap-OnaluTte MbIHAP YHUBEPCUTET?
a) KokbIT.
b) WMowkap-OnawTe KOK yHMBepcHTET.

1) Wowkap-OnawTe MbiHAP *TeaTp? (5)
2) Wowkap-OnawTe mbiHAp *TowTep? (8)
3) WMowkap-OnawTte MbIHAP *KnHOTeaTp? (2)
4) Wowkap-OnawTe MbIHAP WKOA? (30)

* meamp ‘theater’, mowmep ‘museum’, KuHomeamp ‘movie theater’

10. Select the correct form in the following sentences.

1) *DcToHWMbIWTE (KOK/KOKbIT) yHMBEPCUTET.

2) Twae onawrTe (BMY/BU3bIT) TeaTp.

3) Tuae ypemblwTe MbiHAP *KeBbIT? — (Kym/KymbiT)

4) PepakumibiwTe (WbIM/WbIMbIT) }KYPHAAUCT *Nawam biwTa.
5) *Taue mbiHAP YpoK? — (Kya/KyabiT).

6) MWMKbiMLwe TemblwTe (BUY/BU3bIT) YPOK.

[

* 3cmoHuli ‘Estonia’, kegbim ‘store, shop’, nawam siwma ‘((s)he) works’, maue ‘today’
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11. Read the following details about AHOpeli [lemposuy AkpenuH as well as the questions and
answers about him, and then write questions and answers about Bumanuli bopucosuy
SwKuHuH and AHHa MeaHosHa Ky3Heuyoesa.

Gamunnin:  AkpenuH

Nym: AHppei
Avanym: MNeTtposny
Wiiror: 25 (Kono Bu4) ni

Unbime Bep: *LepHyp panoH
Mawa Bep:  WKOA (TYHbIKTbILIO)

— Tunge K6?

— Tuge AHgpen MeTposuy AKpenuH.
— Tyao mbiHApP nAw?

— Tyao 25 (Kono BuY) nALw.

— Typo KywTo nna?

— Tyao WepHyp parioHbIWTO nna.

— Tyno mom biwTa?

— TyAo TYHbIKTbIWO.

damunnin: DWHKUHKUH damunnii: Ky3HeuoBa

Nym: Butanui Nym: AHHa

Avanym: bopucosuy Avanym: MBaHOBHa

Wiirot: 43 (HblAne Kym) ni Wiror: 19 (natnHgew) ui

Unbime Bep: *Mopko Unbime Bep: Mowkap-Ona,

Mawa sep: peaakumm Wabaap ypem
(*kypHanucr) Mawa Bep: WwKon (*cekpeTapsb)

* LepHyp ‘(town in Mari El, Russian: CepHyp)’, Mopko ‘(town in Mari El, Russian Mopku)’,
cekpemaps ‘secretary’

12. Write down the dictation. Pause the recording between the individual sentences.



