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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 1 (general)

- Old Hungarian (from 10th century to 11th)

- Modern Hungarian

- Csángó

- some information about lost Ugric/Hungarian languages from middle Uralic,

Volga (Magna Hungaria) and Ukraine (Etelköz, Levédia)
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 2 (consonants)

- PU *s, *š > Hung ø (loss)

PU *sula- ‘to melt’ > Hung olvad

PU *süli ‘lap, fathom > Hung öl

PU *säppä ‘bile’ > Hung epe

- PU *ś > Hung sz /s/

PU *śarwi ‘horn’ > Hung szarv

PU *śilmä ‘eye’ > Hung szem
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 3 (consonants)

- PU *k- > Hung h- (preceding a back vowel, also found in North Mansi and North 

and South Khanty)

PU *kala ‘fish’ > Hung hal

PU *kali- ‘to die’ > Hung hal

- PU *k- > Hung k-

PU *kiwi ‘stone’ > Hung kő (:köve-)

PU *käti ‘hand’ > Hung kéz
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 4 (consonants)

- PU *-t- > Hung -z-

PU *kota ‘hut’ > Hung ház ‘house’

PU *meti ‘mead’ > Hung méz

PU *weti ‘water’ > Hung víz

- new word-internal t from clusters, PU *tk > Hung t

PU *kütki- ‘to tie’ > Hung köt-

- PU *-k-, *-p- > loss 

PU *(j)ikä ‘year’ > Hung év (OHung é)

PU *śiki ‘hair, thread’ > Hung sző- ‘to weave, spin’ 

- new word-internal p from PU geminate *pp

PU *ëppi ‘father-in-law’ > Hung ipa (-a originally 3SG possessive suffix reanalyzed as part of the stem)
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 5 (consonants)

- PU *p- > Hung f-

PU *pala ‘piece (of food) > Hung falat ‘mouthful, bit, bite’

PU *pesä ‘nest’ > Hung fészek

PU *pälä ‘side, half’ > Hung fél

- PU *δʹ > Hung gy (palatal d), PU *δ > Hung l

PU *aδi- ‘to sleep’ > Hung al-szik

PU *kaδʹa- ‘to leave’ > Hung hagy
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 6 (consonants) 

- denasalization of clusters containing a nasal and a stop/afficate/sibilant

- PU *mp > Hung b

PU *kompa ‘wave’ > Hung hab ‘foam’

- PU *ŋk (both primary and secondary Ugric *ŋ > *ŋk) > Hung g

PU *jäŋi ‘ice’ > Hung jég

- PU *mt, nt > Hung d

PU *amta- ‘to give’ > Hung ad

- PU *nč > Hung r

PU *künči ‘nail’ > Hung köröm

PU *ponči ‘tail’ > Hung fark

- PU *nś > Hung gy

PU *kunśi(-) > ‘to urinate, urine’ > Hung húgy
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 7 (vowels)

- syncope (so-called Horger’s law or the law of two open syllables): uru-szág >

ország, gave rise to alteration szerelem: szerelmet

- the loss of stem vowel results in compensatory lengthening in 1st syllable

vowel: PU *käti > Hung kéz, PU *weti > Hung víz, PU *weri > Hung vér

- Hungarian vowel history is very complicated and many unclear cases remain

- PU close vowels (*i, *u and *ü) are usually lowered:

PU *nimi ‘name’ > Hung név

PU *luki- ‘to count, read’ > Hung olvas

PU *puna ‘hair’ > Hung fan, fon ‘pubic hair’

PU *sükiśi ‘autumn’ > Hung ősz
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 8 (vowels)

- PU *e̮-a > Hung a

PU *me̮ksa ‘liver’ > Hung máj

- PU *e̮-i > Hung i (back vocalic)

PU *ńe̮li ‘arrow’ > Hung nyíl

- labialization of PU *i adjacent to *w

PU *kiwi ‘stone’ > Hung kő

PU *witti ‘5’ > Hung öt (perhaps through *wüt > *üt)

PU *wiδi ‘to hit, kill’ > Hung öl
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 9 (vowels)

- contraction of semivowels gives monosyllabic long vowels

PU *kiwi ‘stone’ > Hung kő (: köve-)

PU *wäŋiw ‘son-in-law’ > Hung vő (through veje- or something similar)

Hung hó ‘snow’ (: hava-)

Hung szó ‘word’ (: szava-)
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From Proto-Uralic to Hungarian 10 (cognates)

- PU inherited words very often contain some obscure derivational or reanalyzed 
possessive suffix in Hungarian

PU *luki- ‘to count, read’ > Hung olvas

PU *me̮ksa ‘liver’ > Hung máj

PU *pesä ‘nest’ > Hung fészek

PU *pojka ‘son, boy’ > Hung fiú

PU *sula- ‘to melt’ > Hung olvad

PU *säppä ‘bile’ > Hung epe

189



Old Hungarian 1
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Old Hungarian 2
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Old Hungarian 3

- Rovasírás = Hungarian “runes”

- Halotti beszéd és könyörgés (around 1000)

- Tihányi alapítólevél 

- current case markers still separate suffixes/postpositions

- verb paradigms differed from modern Hungarian

- vowel qualities often don’t match modern Hungarian
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