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Mari: general

two main dialects and literary standards: Meadow Mari (M) and Hill Mari (H)
other relevant dialects for Proto-Mari (PM) reconstruction are North-Western
dialect (NW), Volga and UpSa (mostly relevant for the recovery of Proto-Mari
recuded close vowels (PM *u, *Iand *i) as Meadow Mari has mostly lost the
distinction between recuded and full vowels (PM *i and *u coinciding as u,
PM *d"and *u as u), Hill Mari back reduced vowel 8 <bI> continues PM *d, but
PM * 'and * i"have coincided as front reduced vowel 8 <bI>

Proto-Mari still had two separate sibilants *s (< PU *s) and *$ (< PU *s and *S)
that are in most Mari dialects both continued by s, but remain distinct most
consistently in East Mari dialect of Malmyz where PM *s is in complementary
distribution with s (preceding back vowels) and $ (preceding front vowels)
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 1 (stops)

- the treatment of PU single stops varies, PU *k is lost completely between vowels:
PU *(j)iké ‘year, age’ > PM *i > M ij, H i ‘year’ (Meadow Mari j is a secondary hiatus filler)
PU *luka ‘10’ > PM *Ilu> M H lu ‘10’
PU *wéki ‘strength’ > PM *wi > M wij, H wi
- PU*p>PM *w, g (conditions are probably tied to 2-syllable development, but are fairly uncertain)
PU *kopa ‘skin’ > PM *kdws ‘husk’ > M kuwo ‘husk’
PU *repése ‘fox’ > PM *riwez > M rewaZ, H arweaz

PU *Sepé& ‘neck’ > PM *$ti > M sdj, H St
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 2 (stops)

- PU*t>PM *t (word-finally), *6 (word-internally), *¢ (after PM *I) (develops into a voiced z between
vowels, stays an affricate in clusters and word-finally)

PU *kota ‘hut’ > PM *kudas ‘summer hut/kitchen’ > M kudo, H kuds”

PU *kéti ‘hand’ > PM *kit > M H kit (note that in Cyrillic orthography morphophonological voiceless/voiced
distinction is ignored in favour of the voiced, nominative kit <kng> : accusative kidaim <kngbim>)

PU *pité- ‘to hold, cling to’ > PM *pice- > M psze-, H paze- ‘to hold, cling to’
PU *$efa ‘100’ > PM *$ids > M $(id6, H Slids

PU *weti ‘water’ > PM *wiit > M wiit, H wat (note what was said regarding the Cyrillic orthography
regarding kit)

96



From Proto-Uralic to Mari 3 (nasals)

- PU *n > mostly PM *n (fortified to ng in Hill Mari)
PU *poni ‘bosom’ > PM *ponsas > M pomss (!), H pongss
PU *tini ‘stem’ > PM *tiih > M tiin, H teng ‘stem, stump’
PU *wéniw ‘son-in-law’ > PM *wine > M wene, H winge
- butloss in 2 cases (perhaps connected to the change PU *n > PM @ described below)
PU *jdni ‘ice’ > PM *i > M jj, H i
PU *pini ‘tooth’ > PM *pdi > M pdj, H pd
- PU*n>PM g (succeeding PM *i and *i in *i-stems)
PU *meni- ‘to go’ > PM *mie- > M mije-, H mie-

PU *peni ‘dog’ > PM *pi > M pij, H pi
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 4 (spirants)

- PU *dis uniformally lost in all positions
PU *adma ‘sleep’ > PM *om(s) > M omo, H om
PU *kuda- ‘to weave’ > PM *koe- > M kue-, H koe-

- PU*3">PM*d (in *A-stems) / loss (*i-stem)
PU *kad'a- ‘to leave’ > PM *kode- > M kode-, H kode-
PU *$od'a ‘war’ > PM *Sudala- ‘to curse’ > M H Sudala-
PU *$0d' ‘charcoal’ > PM *$i > M 8dj, H $d ‘coal’

PU *wud'i ‘new’ > PM *u>Mu, Hu
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 5 (sibilants)

- PU*$and *$>PM *§ (voiced to ZV_V)

PU *askal/il ‘step’ > PM *askal > M o8kal, H askal

PU *Seta ‘100’ > PM *Siida > M §(id6, H Siide

PU *$onta ‘dung’ > PM *$ande > M Sondo ‘urine’, H Sands™‘excrement’
- PU*s>PM *s > Malmyz s/s, § elsewhere in Mari (voiced V_V)

PU *kow/ysi ‘spruce’ > PM *koz > M H kozZ, MalmyZ koz

PU *meksa ‘liver’ > PM *moks > M H moks, Malmyz moks

PU *sala- ‘to steal’ > PM *solasta- > M H Sols3ta-, MalmyZz sols”$ta-

PU *seni ‘sinew, vein’ > PM *sin > M §6n, Malmyz $iin, H Sin
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 6 (clusters)

- in syllable-final positions, simplification occurs in many
clusters:

PU *epti ‘hair (on the head) > PM *ip > M H up

PU *ku/olmi ‘3’ > PM *kiim > M kum, H keim

PU *kdnci ‘(finger)nail’ > PM *kd¢ > M kic¢, H kac¢

PU *pucki ‘hollow stalk’ > PM *pdc > M puc, H patC ‘hollow plant
stalk, tube’
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 7 (denasalization)

- denasalization, loss of nasals before an original *i in the following syllable?

PU *anti ‘root, branch, sprout’ > PM *adar ‘sprout, shoot, branchy’ > M odar, Nw adar
PU *jantin ‘tendon’ > PM *jidan > M jedan, H jadén
PU *kendi- ‘to look for, search’ > PM *kicé&la- (frequentative derivation in Mari) > M ke€ala-, H kecéla-
PU *kunti ‘length’ > PM *kdt > M kut, H kst (could also be explained by simplification of word-final clusters)
PU *luki-nti- to count, read’ (frequentative derivation) > PM */i-6a- > M luda-, H leda-
PU *senti- ‘to clear (wood) > PM *s(id&- > M Siida-, H Siidé- ‘to clear (forest)’
- one clear exception:

PU *lunta ‘goose, duck’ > PM *Iide > M ludo, H 608"
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 8 (vowels)

- PU*a>PM *oand *a
PU *apta- ‘to bark’ > PM *opte- > M H opte-
PU *kala ‘fish’ > PM *kol > M H kol
PU *kamti ‘lid’ > PM *komd&a$ > M H kom&a3
PU *kanta- ‘to carry’ > PM *kéande- > M konde-, H kande-
PU *kali- ‘to die’ > PM *kole- > M H kole-
PU *wanca- ‘to cross; move cautiously’ > PM *wance- > M wonce-, H wance- ‘to cross’
- butPU *a > PM *u (conditioned perhaps by the labial element in the second syllable)
PU *nataw ‘spouse’s sister’ > PM *nuds > M nudo, H nuds”

PU *Sarwi ‘horn’ > PM *Sur > M H Sur
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 9 (vowels)

- PU*e>PM *ior *I (CV-stems *ii or *i, no reduced vowels in monosyllabic stems in general) (conditions
unknown)

PU *¢ecé ‘uncle’ > PM *¢lice > M c¢iico, H ¢aca

PU *keri ‘bark’ > PM *kiir > M kdir, H kar

PU *$epé ‘neck’ > PM *$i > M 8dij, H S

PU *teré ‘edge, blade; shore’ > PM *tiir > M tiir, H tor
PU *ela- ‘to live’ > PM *ile- > M ile-, H ole-

PU *meni- ‘to go’ > PM *mie- > M mije-, H mie-

PU *peni ‘dog’ > PM *pi > M pij, H pi

PU *pesé ‘nest’ > PM *pizék$ (derivation) > M paZa$, H pazas
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 10 (vowels)

- PU *e¢ > PM *i (PM *iir > 6r, irregular lowering to 6 in some cases as well), *o (preceding a velar consonant)
PU *ela- ‘under, below’ > PM *l- > M H (il
PU *meksa ‘liver’ > PM *moks > M H moks, Malmyz moks
PU *merja ‘berry’ > PM *mlir ‘strawberry’ > M H mér
PU *nerka ‘cartilage’ > PM *niirye > M noéry6, H nérys
PU *seni ‘sinew, vein’ > PM *siin > M §6n, Malmyz $iin, H $din

- some developments where exact conditions are not entirely clear, *o perhaps also in labial clusters/geminates
PU *eppi ‘father-in-law’ > PM *owa > H owsa™ (one would rather expect consonant stem PM **op here)

PU *&'emi-pu/awi ‘bird-cherry’ (*pu/awe ‘tree, wood’) > Pre-Mari *6'empV > PM *lomba > M lombo, H lombg&”
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 11 (vowels)

- PU*>PM?*r
PU *kiré- ‘to hit, cut’ > PM *kire- > M kare-, Kilmez kire-, H kare- ‘to hit, forge, hammer, thresh’
PU *kiski- ‘to throw, pour’ > PM *kisSke- > M kaSke-, Kilmez kiske-, H kaske- ‘to throw, pour’
PU *pilwi ‘cloud’ > PM *pil > M pal, Kilmez pil', H pal
PU *pité- ‘to hold, cling to’ > PM *pice- > M psaze-, Kilmez pize-, H paze- to hold, cling to’
PU *8ilmé ‘eye’ > PM $in-¢é (obscure derivation) > M Sinca, H sencéa

- notable exception

PU *nimi ‘name’ > PM *Iiim > M Iiim, H lam (also irregular /, seems to be mirrored in Mordvin E M /'em,
vowel correspondence and initial consonant does raise doubts about the validity of the comparison)
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 12 (vowels)

-  PU*0o>PM *u, PM *i (adjacent to labial consonants)
PU *kota ‘hut’ > PM *kuds ‘summer hut/kitchen’ > M kudo, H kuds
PU *oksa ‘branch’ > PM *uks > M H uks$, Malmyz uks
PU *ora(-p/wa) ‘squirrel’ > PM *ur> M H ur
PU *soksi ‘worm’ > PM *suks > M H Suk$, Malmyz suks
PU *kopa ‘skin’ > PM *kiiwea ‘husk’ > M kuwo ‘husk’, Volga ktiwg
PU *moski- ‘to wash’ > PM *mdska- > M muska-, H ma3Ska-
PU *woca- to wait’ > PM *wice- > M wuce-, H waCe-

PU *wosa ‘merchandise’ > PM *widizale- ‘to sell’ > M uZale-, H waZale-, Malmyz uzale-
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 13 (vowels)

- PU*u>PM*i (> M u, Volga d, NW 6, H 8) (note that you cannot tell PU *o and *u
apart based on Meadow Mari forms alone)

PU *lumi ‘snow’ > PM *ltim > M lum, H lein

PU *kunsi- ‘to urinate’ > PM *kiiza- > M kuza-, H keZa-

PU *luki- ‘to count, read’ — *luki-nti- (frequentative) > PM *luda- > M luda-, H leda-
PU *pucki ‘hollow stalk’ > PM *pdc¢ > M puc, H pat ‘hollow plant stalk, tube’

PU *tuli ‘fire’ > PM *tal > M tul, H tel
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 14 (vowels)

- PU*G>PM*i(> M d, Volga d; NW U, H ) (note that you cannot tell PM *i (< PU *¢) and PM *{ (<
PU *({) apart on Meadow Mari alone)

PU *kiin¢a- ‘to dig’ > PM *kiin¢e- > M kiin¢e-, NW kiihce-
PU *kdndci ‘(finger)nail’ > PM *kic > M kii¢, H kac
PU *tini ‘stem’ > PM *tiin > M tiin, H teng ‘stem, stump’
- especially next to a palatal PU *i also PM *i
PU *kditki- ‘to tie’ > PM *kicke- > M kaCke-, H kacke-

PU *siikisi ‘autumn’ > PM *Size > M Saze, H Saza
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 15 (vowels)

- PU*a>PM*e, PM *i (PM *ir > er, PM *e > H & preceding a velar), PU *ja- > PM *ji-
PU *jantin ‘tendon’ > PM *jidén > M jedan, H jadén
PU *ké&l&- ‘to wade’ > PM *kela- > M kela-, H kelé-
PU *kéti ‘hand’ > PM *kit > M H kit
PU *lakti- ‘to leave’ > PM *lekta- > M lekta-, H lakté- ‘to leave, go out’
PU *ldmi ‘broth’ > PM *lem > M H lem
PU *néri ‘nose’ > PM *nir > M H ner
PU *péla ‘half > PM *pel(sa) > M pel, H pels
PU *talwéa ‘winter’ > PM *tel(a) > M tele, H tel
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From Proto-Uralic to Mari 16 (vowels)

- Mari verbs are divided into two conjugations: | conjugation or the so-called -
am-conjugation (1 person singular) and Il conjugation or the so-called -em-
conjugation, am-conjugation verbs typically reflect Uralic *i-stems and em-
conjugation verbs Uralic *A-stems, individual counterexamples are easy to
come by, however, cf. PU *kali- ‘to die’ > PM *kole-

- Mari nouns are either consonant stems (C)VC(C) (PM *tdl ‘fire’) or vowel
stems *(C)VC(C)a (PM *miins ‘egg’, in addition to these main two there exist
cases where Mari dialects point to different stems. Consonant stems are
more likely to be PU *j-stems and vowel stems *A-stems, but the exact
developments still require more research
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Exercise: Mari

Reconstruct Proto-Mari forms based on the dialectal forms given (pay special attention to vowel reduction,

follow the maijority principle and ignore singular exceptions):

M jumo, Volga jimaq, NW jémd, H jeme ‘god’

M kozat, Kilmez kizit, NW H kazat ‘now’

M kiiré-, Volga kiira-, NW kiir4-, H keré- ‘to tear’
M ludo, NW H luds™‘gray’

M néré, H nére flexible, pliable’

M Sula, Malmyz sula, Vo Sila, NW $dla, H $ala ‘melts

M Sur, Vo sur, NW Sor, H Sar ‘shit, excrement’

M kinde, Volga kinde, NW H kinds ‘bread; cereal,
corn’

M kiin¢é-, NW kiince- ‘to dig’

M Iludo, Volga luda, NW 1666, H leds™duck’
M nur, Volga ndr, NW nér, H nat ‘field’

M Sudo, NW H Suds™plant, gras, hay’

M NW H Sur ‘horn’
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